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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 

Independent  Living  Services  for  Older 
Blind  individuals 

agency:  Department  of  Education. 
ACTION:  Notice  of  final  priority  for  fiscal 
year  1992. 


summary:  The  Secretary  announces  a 
priority  for  fiscal  year  1992  under  the 
program  of  Independent  Living  Services 
for  Older  Blind  Individuals.  The 
Secretary  takes  this  action  to  focus 
Federal  financial  assistance  on  States 
that  do  not  currently  have  projects 
funded  under  this  program.  The  priority 
is  intended  to  increase  the  number  of 
States  participating  in  this  program. 

EFFECTIVE  DATE:  This  priority  takes 
effect  either  45  days  afier  publication  in 
the  Federal  Register  or  later  if  the 
Congress  takes  certain  adjournments.  If 
you  want  to  know  the  effective  date  of 
this  priority,  call  or  write  the 
Department  of  Education  contact 
person. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACr. 

Raymond  G.  Melhoff,  U.S.  Department 
of  Education,  400  Maryland  Avenue, 

SW.,  room  3416,  Switzer  Building, 
Washington,  DC  20202-2741.  Telephone: 
(202)  732-1320  (until  June  29)  or  (202) 
205-9320  (after  June  29).  Deaf  and 
hearing  impaired  individuals  may  call 
(202)  732-1352  for  TDD  services. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  Grants 
under  the  program  of  Independent 
Living  Services  for  Older  Blind 
Individuals  are  authorized  by  title  VII, 
part  C,  section  721(a)  of  the 
Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973,  as  amended. 
The  purpose  of  this  program  is  to 
authorize  grants  to  any  designated  State 
unit  providing  independent  living 
services  to  older  blind  individuals. 

These  grants  are  to  support  projects  that 
provide  independent  living  services  for 
older  blind  individuals  to  help  correct 
blindness  or  visual  impairment  or  adjust 
to  blindness  and  live  more 
independently  in  the  home  or 
community.  This  program  supports 
AMERICA  2000,  the  President's  strategy 
for  moving  the  Nation  toward  the 
National  Education  Goals,  by  enhancing 
the  skills  of  older  blind  individuals. 


National  Education  Goal  five  calls  for 
adult  Americans  to  possess  the 
knowledge  and  skills  needed  to  exercise 
the  rights  and  responsibilities  of 
citizenship. 

In  fiscal  year  1991,  the  Department 
funded  projects  in  28  States  to  provide 
independent  living  services  for  older 
blind  individuals.  Grantees  are 
conducting  a  wide  variety  of  programs 
and  addressing  a  broad  range  of  needs. 
Some  projects  have  established 
community  support  networks  of  service 
providers,  which  include  area  agencies 
on  aging  and  vocational  rehabilitation 
agencies.  Several  projects  are 
addressing  the  needs  of  older 
individuals  with  severe  visual 
impairments  by  instituting  statewide, 
locally  managed  equipment  loan 
programs  and  free  adaptive  device 
servicing  programs.  Other  examples 
include  projects  that  emphasize  mental 
health  issues  of  visually  impaired  senior 
citizens,  development  of  volunteer 
networks,  or  training  consumers  who 
are  blind  to  provide  services  to  other 
clients  under  this  program. 

The  Secretary  is  interested  in 
supporting  projects  in  States  that  do  not 
currently  have  projects  funded  under 
this  program.  This  priority  would 
increase  the  number  of  States  providing 
services  to  older  blind  individuals  under 
this  program. 

On  April  24. 1992  the  Secretary 
published  a  notice  of  proposed  priority 
for  this  program  in  the  F^eral  Register 
(57  FR  15204). 

Note:  This  notice  of  final  priority  does  not 
solicit  applications.  A  notice  inviting 
applications  under  this  competition  is 
published  in  a  separate  notice  in  this  issue  of 
the  Federal  Register. 

Analysis  of  Comments  and  Changes 

In  response  to  the  Secretary’s 
invitation  in  the  notice  of  proposed 
priority,  12  parties  submitted  comments, 
11  of  which  supported  the  priority  as 
worded.  An  analysis  of  the  comments 
and  of  the  changes  in  the  priority  since 
publication  of  the  notice  of  proposed 
priority  follows.  Technical  and  other 
minor  changes — and  suggested  changes 
the  Secretary  is  not  legally  authorized  to 
make  under  the  applicable  statutory 
authority — are  not  addressed. 


Comments:  One  commenter  opposed 
the  priority  because  the  commenter 
would  be  unable  to  compete  for  funds. 
The  commenter’s  State  currently 
receives  funds  under  this  program. 

Discussion:  The  Secretary  believes 
that  the  greatest  benefit  to  older  blind 
individuals  is  to  increase  the  number  of 
States  participating  in  the  program.  This 
position  is  supported  by  the  other  11 
parties  submitting  comments  from 
States  both  participating  and  not 
participating  in  the  program.  These  11 
commenters  encouraged  expansion  of 
the  program  to  non-participating  States. 

Changes:  None. 

Priority 

Under  34  CFR  75.105(c)(3)  and  34  CFR 
367.22,  the  Secretary  gives  an  absolute 
preference  to  applications  that  meet  the 
following  priority.  The  Secretary  funds 
under  this  competition  only  applications 
that  meet  this  absolute  priority: 

Projects  must  provide  services  to 
older  blind  individuals  in  States  that  do 
not  currently  have  projects  funded  under 
this  program. 

Intergovernmental  Review 

This  program  is  subject  to  the 
requirements  of  Executive  Order  12372 
and  the  regulations  in  34  CFR  part  79. 
The  objective  of  the  Executive  order  is 
to  foster  an  intergovernmental 
partnership  and  a  strengthened 
federalism  by  relying  on  processes 
developed  by  State  and  local 
governments  for  coordination  and 
review  of  proposed  Federal  financial 
assistance. 

In  accordance  with  the  order,  this 
document  is  intended  to  provide  early 
notification  of  the  Department’s  specific 
plans  and  actions  for  this  program. 

Applicable  program  regulations:  34 
CFR  part  367, 

Program  Authority:  29  U.S.C.  796f. 

(Catalog  of  Federal  Domestic  Assistance 
Number  84.177 A,  Independent  Living  Services 
for  Older  Blind  Individuals) 

Dated:  June  19, 1992. 

Lamar  Alexander, 

Secretary  of  Education. 

[FR  Doc.  92-14914  Filed  6-24-92:  8:45  am) 
8IU.INC  CODE  4000-01-M 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 
[CFDA  No.  84.177A] 

Independent  Living  Services  for  Oider 
Bilnd  Individuals;  Notice  inviting 
applications  for  new  awards  for  fiscal 
year  (FY)  1992 

Purpose  of  Program:  This  program 
authorizes  grants  that  support  projects 
that  provide  independent  living  services 
for  older  blind  individuals  to  help 
correct  blindness  or  visual  impairment 
or  adjust  to  blindness  and  live  more 
independently  in  the  home  or 
community. 

This  program  supports  AMERICA 
2000,  the  President’s  strategy  for  moving 
the  Nation  toward  the  National 
Education  Goals,  by  enhancing  the  skills 
of  older  blind  individuals.  National 
Education  Goal  five  calls  for  adult 
Americans  to  possess  the  knowledge 
and  skills  needed  to  exercise  the  rights 
and  responsibilities  of  citizenship. 


Eligible  Applicants:  Any  designated 
State  unit  that  is  authorized  to  provide 
rehabilitation  services  to  blind 
individuals  is  eligible  for  an  award 
under  this  program. 

Deadline  for  Transmittal  of 
Applications:  July  29, 1992. 

Deadline  for  Intergovernmental 
Review:  September  29, 1992. 

Applications  Available:  June  29. 1992. 

Available  Funds:  $591,000. 

Estimated  Range  of  Awards:  $185,000- 
*215,000. 

Estimated  Average  Size  of  Award: 

$200,000. 

Estimated  Number  of  Awards:  3. 

Note:  The  Department  is  not  bound  by  any 
estimates  in  this  notice. 

Project  Period:  Up  to  36  months. 

Applicable  Regulations:  (a)  The 
Education  Department  General 
Administrative  Regulations  (EDGAR)  in 
34  CFR  parts  75.  77,  79.  80,  81,  82.  85,  and 


86;  and  (b)  The  regulations  for  this 
program  in  34  CFR  part  367. 

Priority:  The  priority  in  the  notice  of 
final  priority  for  this  program,  as 
published  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the 
Federal  Register,  applies  to  this 
competition. 

For  Applications  or  Information 
Contact:  Raymond  Melhoff,  U.S. 
Department  of  Education,  400  Maryland 
Avenue,  SW„  room  3416  Switzer 
Building,  Washington,  DC  20202-2741. 
Telephone:  (202)  732-1320  (until  June  29) 
or  (202)  205-9320  (after  June  29).  Deaf 
and  hearing  impaired  individuals  may 
call  (202)  732-1352  for  TDD  services. 
Program  Authority:  29  U.S.C.  796f. 

Dated:  June  19, 1992. 

Robert  R.  Davila, 

Assistant  Secretary,  Office  of  Special 
Education  and  Rehabilitative  Services. 

(FR  Doc.  92-14913  Filed  6-24-92;  8:45  am) 
BILUNG  CODE  40(NH)1-M 


